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Book Review: The Clash of Civilizations
Introduction
Samuel P. Huntington's "The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order" has generated many discussions. Since its publication, the book has several acclaims as a reference to foreign affairs and international relations. The author critically evaluates the forces behind global politics, informing the audience on world affairs. Such analysis provides insight that improves the audience's comprehension of past and present foreign policies by the U.S. The book's content highlights that the most prominent threat to world peace is civilizations' clash.[footnoteRef:1] Samuel Huntington also proposes international order on the same civilizations as a safeguard strategy against global wars. There is insightful wisdom in such content that manifested in reality through wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the 9/11 attack. The events also resonate with the insight from the book on peace restoration attempts through international cooperation.  [1:  Quinn, Riley. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order. CRC Press, 2017.] 

The book's content also expounds on the ever-changing global political environment due to economic increases and population explosions in Muslim countries. These Muslim nations pose a threat to westerner idealism and dominance. Additionally, they promote inter-civilization, which breeds conflict. There are also other contributors to such disputes, such as human rights, democracy, immigration, and nuclear proliferation. The inclusion of such content in Huntington's book provides an alternative solution to Westerners and these Muslim nations. Both sides may benefit by retaining their unique cultures. Huntington's insight also promotes coexistence with multiple elements into a multi-civilized, complex, and multi-polar world dynamic. Huntington perceives the existence of a decadence period for the western civilizations through power distribution to other cultures. The argument places America as associated with Europe and that both continents are on the route to losing global dominance. The reign of worldwide influence and power is from rising nations in geopolitical affairs such as Japan, China, Poland, and Russia. 
Book Review
Huntington's central argument is that cultural differences are more significant than economic, ideological, and political differences in this era[footnoteRef:2]. The first part is a rebuttal to the claim that past previous global power archetypes are useless for scholars evaluating the current international political order. The author's descriptions are simplified to suit the interests of the audience and appeals to the reality of power dynasties globally. Huntington's approach leads to the development of a new civilization archetype that better details the new order following the end of the Cold War.  [2:  Eisenstadt, Shmuel N. "The Resurgence of Religious Movements in Processes of Globalization–Beyond the End of History or the Clash of Civilizations." In Democracy and Human Rights in Multicultural Societies, pp. 239-250. Routledge, 2017.] 

The archetype proposed also fills in voids created by previous paradigms by dividing the world into eight civilizations. The divisions include the Sinic, Japanese, Hindu, Islamic, Western, Latin America, and Africa. Huntington describes each of the mentioned civilizations' dominance and their definitions according to historical power mileage or lack thereof. The author specifies Africa is distinct from the rest because it is yet to create an identity. The book further highlights that geographical separation before the 1500 AD inhibited the transfer of ideas and progress. However, the book also accounts for research and technology's role in breaking the geographical barriers and the dominance of values, beliefs, and religions. 
The second portion of the book details the shifting balance of civilizations. Huntington posits that there is a growing increase in the difference in views for Western power and dominance. The book further postulates that the differences are the primary factor contributing to Western civilizations' fading influence. The author provides three critiques for the decadence period. The current rate of decline poses no immediate threat to the global power structure because it is slow. Additionally, the book highlights that the fading Western influence is not progressively straight and may reverse, still, or pause. It also mentions that the actions and decisions of Westerners contribute to their decline. 
The author explains that religion has a role in world politics, with its influence relevant from medieval times. The books also posit better intercultural and inter-societal communications if the power dynamics were based on religion, not politics.[footnoteRef:3] The context presents a fresh outlook that also redefines personal drive for people. The authors use Muslims as an example. The followers of Islam take their religion as their guide in the modern world and reject modernity and western culture.  [3:  Rafiqi, Arzoo. "A clash of civilizations? Muslims, Christians, and preferences for democracy." Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 58, no. 3 (2019): 689-706.] 

The book details the merging order of civilizations and traces them back as early as the cold war. The author highlights the period where society was identified by which nations they aligned with. The end of the cold war ended these categorizations and bred collaborations based on beliefs, cultures, and languages. They formed alliances that brought about powerful civilizations that became the focal points to modern civilizations. Huntington then projects identity crises as a significant foundation that will influence the clash of civilizations. The projections include coalitions formed against western dominance. Huntington posits that the West is the most probable choice for a common enemy because of its reliance and spread of western political values. 
The book approaches the end with an outlook of challenges the West faces and their influence on eroding western dominance. External problems exist in the form of emerging cultural identities out of their authority and internal ones, including erosion of beliefs, values, and morals. The book theorizes that the multicultural paradigm is better than mono-culturalism, mainly due to global empires' influence. The book concludes by suggesting the West's need to adapt to the increased influence and power from the east as a strategy to retain their dominance. 
Critique
The historical collection of anthropologists, archeologists, and historians are reliable sources of information on the birth, rise, and decadence of civilizations. The three presents a life cycle of the world order, where various cultures fit into one of the three. Currently, western civilization faces the threat of the final stage. Multiple factors contributed to the current structure. One is the West's central assumption that every culture sought to assimilate to their beliefs and values. The underlying reason for such logic is the prejudicial thought that their way of life was the best. Moral superiority and global superiority are a mentality at the end of its rope after five decades of dominance. Resistance to the influence of such notions globally has created foundations for increasing force and political power for other civilizations. The lack of geopolitics strategy is the problem for the West, but it may yet be their solution. Incorporating an accommodative geopolitical climate that adapts to the difference of views and opinions may sustain Western civilizations' dominance.  
Personal Insight
I would disagree with the precept that religion could form a significant foundation to unite many civilizations. My argument is that religion has close ties to political opinions and policies, and the differences in practices for various societies would still prove an impediment. However, I understand that multiple nations' multiculturalism provides a paradigm by which different religions exist under the same political landscape. That existence offers a platform to adopt in restructuring civilizations according to organizations. Still, the possibility of forming a culture based on religion invokes conflict due to arising differences among various faiths, such as the Christians and the Muslims.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Haynes, Jeffrey. "Introduction: The "clash of civilizations" and relations between the West and the Muslim world." (2019): 1- 10.] 

I agree with Huntington's logic that highlights a single, universal global culture as an improbability. The values and beliefs of various civilizations create a communal landscape, which neither culture would be willing to sacrifice in the pursuit of monoculturalism. Moreover, I think that technology is not as effective as the author claims to increase communication and unity. There are differences between multiple civilizations that inhibit communication, even with technological models that defy geographical separation. The United States is a perfect example of how the information age is yet to remove the toxicity that inhibits cultural assimilation. There is a need to further accept the nation's multi-ethnic makeup before any attempts to accommodate more cultures outside their border. The U.S. also provides a perfect example of the negative impacts of cultural assimilation practices designed to eliminate other minority cultures. Such assimilation demands that people forget their native customs, languages, and ethnic identities to align with Western values and prestige. The same landscape provides a pretext on why Huntington posits several nations will unite to eradicate the West of civilization's autonomy. 
Conclusion
Huntington posits a theory that defines people according to cultural designations. The book supports the fact by defining eight primary civilizations and argues the reluctance to compromise on their values contributes to the increasing dominance of countries from the east. The West's decadence is primarily a consequence of a lack of harmonious relationships borne from differences in political and cultural views. The reliance on religious and cultural influence for other nations promotes their affluence to a point they may threaten the global dominance structure. The clash of civilizations is unavoidable unless the West adapts to the increasing power from other nations and respects their cultural formations. 
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